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A Service of Morning Prayer  

Wednesday, January 11, 2023 

The Holy Innocents 

 
 

The Holy Innocents by Gwyneth Thompson Briggs 
gwyneththompsonbriggs.com 

 

Welcome: 
 
 

CP 384 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of 
creation.  
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and 
salvation: 
All ye who hear,  
brothers and sisters draw near, 
praise him in glad adoration. 
 
2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things so 
wondrously reigneth 
shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently 
sustaineth: 
hast thou not see 
how thy entreaties have been 
granted in what he ordaineth? 
 
3 Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy 
work and defend thee;  
surely his goodness and mercy here daily 
attend thee: 
ponder anew  
what the Almighty can do,  
if with his love he befriend thee. 
 

4 Praise to the Lord, who, when tempests their 
warfare are waging, 
who, when the elements madly around thee 
are raging, 
biddeth them cease, 
turneth their fury to peace, 
whirlwinds and waters assuaging. 
 
5 Praise to the Lord, who when darkness of 
sin is abounding,  
who when the godless do triumph, all virtue 
confounding, 
sheddeth his light, 
chaseth the horrors of night, 
saints with his mercy surrounding. 
 
6 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me 
adore him! 
All that hath life and breath come now with 
praises before him! 
Let the Amen 
sound from his people again: 
gladly for aye we adore him. 

 
Gathering:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

May his grace and peace be with you. 
May he fill our hearts with joy. 

https://gwyneththompsonbriggs.com/product/holy-innocents


CCLI# 20630358 
 

2 
 

 
Almighty God, 

To you all hearts are open, 
All desires known, 
And from you no secrets are hidden. 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
By the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
That we may perfectly love you, 
And worthily magnify your holy name. 
Through Christ our Lord.    Amen. 

 

Trisagion:   Holy God, 

 Holy and mighty, 

 Holy and immortal one, 

 Have mercy on us  (3x) 

 
Psalm 124        Refrain: We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler. 

1 If the Lord had not been on our side, let Israel now say;                                            

2 If the Lord had not been on our side, when enemies rose up against us;                    

3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive in their fierce anger toward us;                                                                                                                                

4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us and the torrent gone over us;                                                                                                                           

5 Then would the raging waters have gone right over us.                                                 

6 Blessed be the Lord! he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.                           

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; the snare is broken, and we have 

escaped.                                                                                          

8 Our help is in the name of the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 

 
The Gospel: 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.                                              

Matthew 2:13-23 

2:13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 

"Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for 

Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." 

2:14 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 

2:15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by 

the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son." 

2:16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he 

sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, 

according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. 
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2:17 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 

2:18 "A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her 

children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more." 

2:19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 

and said, 

2:20 "Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were 

seeking the child's life are dead." 

2:21 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 

2:22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he 

was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of 

Galilee. 

2:23 There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken 

through the prophets might be fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazorean." 

Meditation: – Rev. Alison Westervelt 
 
CCLI 7025522 Trust In You 

1 Letting go of every single dream 
I lay each one down at Your feet 
Every moment of my wondering 
Never changes what You see 
 
2 I've tried to win this war I confess 
My hands are weary I need Your rest 
Mighty warrior King of the fight 
No matter what I face You're by my side 
 
 Chorus 
When You don't move the mountains 
I'm needing You to move 
When You don't part the waters 
I wish I could walk through 
When You don't give the answers 
As I cry out to You 
I will trust I will trust 
I will trust in You 

 
3 Truth is You know what tomorrow brings 
There's not a day ahead You have not seen 
So in all things be my life and breath 
I want what You want Lord and nothing less 
 
 Bridge 
You are my strength and comfort 
You are my steady hand 
You are my firm foundation 
The Rock on which I stand 
Your ways are always higher 
Your plans are always good 
There's not a place where I'll go 
You've not already stood 

 

 

Affirmation of Faith (The Apostles’ Creed) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
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He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Healing Litany: 

Let us name before God those for whom we offer our prayers:  Sandra… Merle….. Mary….. 

Irene ….. Kathryn….. Helen….. Jenifer….. Tony and Mary Jean….. Luisa…..  Miranda….. 

Bill….. Maxime….. Geraldine…. Florence….. Joan….. Shirley and Cyril….. Mark and Blake….. 

Lisa….. Marijke….. Chrissie, Cathy, and the family….. Diane….. Janelle….. Rosemary….. 

Wayne….. Roald                                                                                                            

Let us offer our prayers for God’s healing, saying, Hear and have mercy. 

 Hear and have mercy 

Blessed Jesus, your Holy name is medicine for healing and a promise of eternal life 

 Hear and have mercy 

Grant us your grace to heal those who are sick. We pray to you, O God,  

 Hear and have mercy 

Befriend all who are anxious, lonely, despondent, or afraid. We pray to you, O God,  

 Hear and have mercy. 

Restore those with mental illness to clarity of mind and hopefulness of heart. We pray to you, 

O God,  

 Hear and have mercy. 

Give rest to the weary and hold the dying in your loving arms. We pray to you, O God,  

 Hear and have mercy. 

Help us to prepare for death with confident expectation of Easter joy. We pray to you, O God,  

 Hear and have mercy. 

Give your wisdom and compassion to health care workers, that they may minister to the sick 

and dying with knowledge, skill, and kindness. We pray to you, O God,  

 Hear and have mercy. 

Uphold those who keep watch over the sick. We pray to you, O God,  

 Hear and have mercy. 

Guide those who search for the causes and cures of sickness and disease. We pray to you, O 

God,  

 Hear and have mercy. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 

 Hear and have mercy. 
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Jesus, bearer of our sins, 

 Hear and have mercy 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

 Hear and have mercy 

Compassionate God, you so loved the world that you sent us Jesus to bear our infirmities and 

afflictions. Through acts of healing, he reveled you as the true source of health and salvation. 

For the sake of your Christ who suffered and died for us, conquered death, and now reigns 

with you in glory, hear the cry of your people. Have mercy on us, make us whole, and bring us  

at last into the fulness of your eternal life. Amen 

 

Collect:    Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  

whose children suffered at the hands of Herod, 

receive, we pray, all innocent victims  

into the arms of your mercy. 

By your great might frustrate all evil designs 

and establish your reign of justice, love, and peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

CP 505 Be Thou My Vision 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art 
Thou my best thought by day or by night 
Waking or sleeping they presence my light 
 
2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true 
Word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
Thou my great Father; thine own may I be, 

Thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee. 
 
3 Riches I heed not, nor the world’s empty 
praise; 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always; 
Thou and thou only first in my heart, 
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
4 High King of heaven, when victory is won; 
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May I reach heaven’s joys, bright heaven’s 
Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 
The Dismissal: 
 

Let us bless the Lord, giving thanks for his living word. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 


