
SERMON – LENT 2 – LUKE 13:31-35 

One of our greatest images of Jesus is that He can do anything! 

 

Walk on water. 

 

Turn a couple fish and a few loaves into a feast for thousands. 

 

He can even raise the dead! 

 

Yes. Jesus can do anything! 

 

But one thing Jesus will not do is to make us love Him. 

 

Jesus will not control human will. 

 

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to 

it, how often I have desired to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks 

under her wings, and you were not willing!” 

 

In just over a month from now, Jesus will walk out of a tomb…. but He won’t walk into 

our hearts without permission! 

 

I would imagine anyone who has loved someone deeply and knows that they can’t 

shelter them from harm’s way understands just a tiny bit the pain in Jesus’ lament over 

Jerusalem. 

 

What pain it must cause our God when He watches His creatures go through life 

missing out on the joy and hope and love He can give them. 

 

God has blessed us with free-will, and God will not break that covenant. 

 

But Jesus is willing to do anything in order to get our attention! 

 

He even likens Himself to a hen in our Gospel Lesson for this morning. 

 

To a chicken! 

 

Out of all the animals that Jesus could have chosen, a whole Noah’s Ark full of biblical 

metaphors, Jesus chooses a chicken! 

 

He could have chosen the powerful eagle of the Book of Exodus, “I bore you on eagles’ 

wings.” 

 



And there’s a cagey leopard or a mother grizzly prowling through the pages of Hosea. 

 

God is likened to a lion in other Scripture passages. 

 

But a chicken? 

 

What kind of chance is a hen going to have against the likes of a fox like Herod? 

 

But a hen is an awesome metaphor indeed! 

 

When a barnyard catches fire, the animals try to escape; but, if they can’t, some species 

have a way of protecting their young. 

 

A hen, for example, gathers her chicks under her wings to protect them. 

 

There are stories of this: after a barnyard fire, those cleaning up have found a dead hen, 

scorched and blackened—with live chicks sheltering under her wings. 

 

She has literally given her life to save them!!! 

 

This is, indeed, a very vivid picture of what Jesus longed to do for Jerusalem, for 

everyone! 

 

But at the moment, all He could see were chicks scurrying off in all different directions, 

taking no notice of the smoke and flames…ignoring completely the only one who could 

save them. 

 

And this is what Jesus’ death would be all about! 

 

Some unusually friendly Pharisees warn Jesus this morning that Herod wants to kill 

Him. 

 

But Jesus will not let Herod deter Him, “…tell that fox, ‘I will drive out demons and 

perform cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will finish my work.’” 

 

Jesus is going to go to Jerusalem and die, risking the threats of the fox, and taking on 

the role of the mother hen to the chickens faced with sudden danger! 

 

Jesus is the hen; we are the chicks. 

 

Jesus can walk on water and raise the dead, but Jesus will not force us to love Him. 

 

He wants, more than anything, for us to accept His offer of love and salvation…he 



opens the door and invites us in…but he won’t stop us from slamming the that door 

shut. 

 

And amazingly, Jesus keeps offering the love of a mother hen. 

 

Jesus keeps spreading His wings. 

 

He has given His life on our behalf. 

 

And Jesus will follow us into the darkness we have chosen for ourselves, over and over 

again. 

 

If we look closely at Jesus hanging on the Cross, His arms outstretched, the span of His 

reach on that wood may well begin to resemble the loving wings of a mother hen, who 

longs more than anything to gather up her chicks in a love that doesn’t make sense but 

will change our hearts if we look long enough! 

 

And even as Jesus hangs on that Cross, He will not make us love Him, but His desire 

for each and every one of us is always there. 

 

“how often I have desired to gather [you] together, as a hen gathers her chicks under 

her wings…” 

 

Jesus said that 2,000 years ago, and Jesus still says that today! 

AMEN 

 

 


