
4 Sunday in Lent – March 15, 2015 

I wonder how many of our eyes glaze over when we hear this: “The Old 
Testament Reading is taken from the Book of Exodus, or Leviticus, or 
Numbers”!? Someone, in a Lent Study Group, once asked me: “Why should 
we pay attention to the Old Testament? Isn’t its teaching out of date? Isn’t 
the New Testament all we need?”  

A Biology teacher once told his class, “If you want to know all about the frog 
you also need to study the tadpole.” It’s the same with the Bible. If you 
really want to understand the New Testament you need to study Old 
Testament as well.  
 
For example in the OT there’s a very strange story about Moses. Moses had 
led the people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt where their lives had been a 
burden – they had longed to escape, so God delivered them with mighty 
miracles. 
 
At first they were grateful to God, but, as they wandered in the wilderness, 
they began to grumble “Is this the best that that God can offer. Is this all we 
have to eat? We were better off in Egypt”. They were being human. When 
life’s going well and we’re not facing problems, it’s easy to believe in God, 
and to be full of thanks and praise. But when the hard times come, well we 
tend to look for someone to blame, and it’s often God who gets the stick; 
“What kind of a God allows things like this to happen” we say. I’ve especially 
heard it said when someone is seriously ill or dies. It seems natural to blame 
or question God when hard things happen; it’s part of our natural human 
condition. 
 
Well that’s what Moses was wrestling with, he was wrestling with a natural 
human response – and it was getting him down. And the carping and the 
complaining was spreading. So, when the grumbling multiplied, we’re told 
that God sent a plague of deadly, fiery serpents to punish them. 
 
As a result, many were bitten and died. And, the story tells us, “The people 
cried for mercy.” And God, who is always merciful and willing to deliver us 
from the foolishness we bring upon ourselves, told Moses to make an image 
of a Serpent, and to hold it in the middle of the camp, and anyone who 
looked at the Serpent would be healed!. 
 
This is how Old Testament people thought of God. They saw Him as a God 
who imposed laws upon them and punished them if they broke them. 
He was a Judge who demanded justice; a demanding, stern God. If you 



wanted to get into His presence you had to pay the price that God laid down.  
It was hard for them to think differently – to think of God, NOT as a judge 
waiting to exact a penalty nor a task-master waiting to jump on their 
slightest mistake, but as a Father who longed to have His erring children 
come home to Him and have a loving relationship with Him.  
 
It cost the life of Jesus to communicate this fact. It was the death of Jesus 
that showed that God was not a vengeful God pouring the fire of destruction 
on His people, but a loving, caring, redemptive God who was willing to give 
up His only beloved Son so that we could be healed and reconciled to Him. 
 
On that day John was standing at the foot of the cross, looking up at his 
dying Master. Was it then that he remembered Jesus saying “As Moses lifted 
up the Serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up”. 
His mind went back to that ancient story of the Serpent. He saw that, just as 
the fire of man’s anger had been poured out on Moses and on God, so now it 
was being poured out on Jesus. 
 
And, like a flash of light, John understood the reason for Jesus’ death.   

The light came on and he saw that Jesus was God’s antidote to the poison at 
the heart of Man, for “As Moses lifted up the Serpent in the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him might 
have eternal life! And it is up to us to do the lifting. 

We are to look upon the crucified Christ to receive the healing and 
redemption that we need. Contemplating the truth of Christ’s death and 
resurrection is a central task during the Lenten season. 

That strange story about the Serpent in the Old Testament, had been written 
to prepare the people of Israel for a seismic change in their thinking………to 
see that God was not a petty tyrant, ruling with a rod of iron, but that “God 
so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believed in Him 
should NOT perish, but have everlasting life, for God did not send His Son 
into the world to CONDEMN the world but that the world through Him might 
be saved”. 
 
The crucifixion of Jesus and his resurrection are astonishing facts of history 
that we can gaze upon. Looking at them transfixes and transforms us. 
Anyone who has ever heard of it faces a choice about the offer of grace 
made in that cross. Thus, the declaration of our belief is essential to 
Christian life.   



We believe in Christ crucified. Because of that belief, we are called to serve 
in a manner that was modeled by Jesus. We are to be His hands, His heart 
and His voice. That is how we lift up the Son of Man. 

AMEN 


